August 23.]        Bishop Warbitrton's abuse.
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some of his works, and perhaps bought the property of some of them. The intimacy is such as one of the professors here may have with one of the carpenters who is repairing the college.' ' But, (said Gerard,)! saw a letter from him to this printer, in which he says, that the one half of the clergy of the church of Scotland are fanaticks, and the other half infidels.' JOHNSON. 'Warburton has accustomed himself to write letters just as he speaks, without thinking any more of what he throws out1. When I read Warburton first, and observed his force, and his contempt of mankind, I thought he had driven the world before him ; but I soon found that was hot the case; for Warburton, by extending his abuse, rendered it ineffectual2.'
He told me, when we were by ourselves, that he thought it very \vrong in the printer to shew Warburton's letter, as it was raising a body of enemies against him. He thought it foolish in Warburton to write so to the printer; and added, ' Sir, the worst way of being intimate, is by scribbling.' He called Warburton's Doctrine of Grace* a poor performance, and so he said was Wesley's Answer1. ' Warburton, (he observed,) had laid himself very open. In particular, he was weak enough to say, that, in some disorders of the imagination, people had spoken with tongues, had spoken languages which they never knew before; a thing as absurd as to say,
1  An instance of this is given in Johnson's Works, viii. 288 :—' War-burton had in the early part of his life pleased himself with the notice of inferior wits, and corresponded with the enemies of Pope.   A letter was produced, when he had perhaps himself forgotten it, in which he tells Concancn, " Dryden, I observe, borrows for want of leisure, and Pope for want of genius; Milton out of pride, and Addison out of modesty."'
2  'Goldsmith asserted that Warburton was a weak writer.    "War-burton," said Johnson, "may be absurd, but he will never be weak ; he flounders well." '   Stockdale's Memoirs, ii. 64.    See Appendix A.
3   The Doctrine of Grace; or t/ie OJflca and Operations of the Holy Spirit -vindicated from the Insults of hi fidelity and (he Abuses of Fanaticism, 1762.
4  A Letter to the Bishop of Gloucester, occasioned by his Tract on the Office and Operations of the Holy Spirit, by John Wesley, 1762.
that, poetry shall be maintained, t'b. p. 261.
